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The Montana Kaimin, in its 115th 
year, is published by the students of 
the University of Montana, Missoula. 
The UM School of Journalism uses 
the Montana Kaimin for practice 
courses but assumes no control 
over policy or content. 
The Montana Kaimin is printed on 
campus by Printing and Graphics. 
Send letters to the editor to 
editor@montanakaimin.com. 
Editorials are discussed and written 
by Kaimin editors. 
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By Ric Sanchez
The worst day of the year
INTROVERTS ANONYMOUS
 (ANTI)SOCIAL COLUMN
On May 3, 2009, I followed my family into the country club where 
my aunt worked, ready to transport furniture from the dining hall into 
her car. I shuffled into the dining room, a few paces behind my par-
ents, and was met with a thunderous “SURPRISE!” Confused and em-
barrassed, I spun around and muttered “Surprise?” to whoever was 
behind me. Who were we celebrating? People laughed, I took a beat 
and thought for a second: May 3. It’s my birthday. 
Today is my birthday. I hesitated to write this because I hate telling 
people it’s my birthday. Birthdays are inherently awkward. It’s a selfish 
day in which everyone makes an obligatory fuss over the sheer fact 
that you haven’t died yet — and if they don’t, you hate them. In general, 
birthdays are uncomfortable, gift-giving is awkward and I hate mak-
ing people feel responsible for my having a pleasant day. 
Before you go all “Well why did you write it in your column?” let 
me explain: I’d like to think we’ve gotten to know each other pretty 
well over the last semester, and familiarity breeds comfort. 
Comfort was a necessity when planning the birthdays of my youth. 
Unlike my brother and sister, and I think to the chagrin of my parents, I 
never had a birthday “party.” Instead, I’d have small get-togethers with 
family. Not even my closest friends were invited to my shindigs — and 
not because I was afraid nobody would show up. For me, birthdays 
were a time to celebrate your not-death with the people that raised you 
(even if they raised a kid who planned shitty birthday parties). 
Then I got to college. My comfort was gone.
I was worried for my first birthday here. What do normal kids do on 
their birthdays? I was anxious about changing, quite literally, the one 
consistent aspect of my life. No matter how crazy my younger years 
were — school, sports, middle school dances (my Vietnam) — I knew 
that at least one night a year, my parents would take me out to Chili’s 
and I’d get a cool brownie volcano thing. But my family was more than 
a thousand miles away. And there are no Chili’s in Missoula.
My options ran thin.
I took a leap, opened up and accepted my new family. The close cir-
cle of friends I had spent an entire school year with took me to dinner 
and then to the midnight screening of “The Avengers.” It was awe-
some. 
Opening up is vital, even if we’re afraid of how we’ll be perceived. I 
was nervous to write this column at the beginning of the semester. At 
times, telling the campus about my anxiety problems gave me (believe 
it or not) more anxiety. Before this column, not many knew about my 
introverted tendencies. I treated it as an exercise in personal growth, 
as an experiment. I’m thankful I did. I felt like this column, however 
niche, resonated with at least a few people, and that’s good enough for 
me. 
So here’s to opening up and trying new things. Here’s to that per-
sonal growth. Here’s to being comfortable with your discomfort. And, 
finally, here’s to blowing out the candles on a successful semester.
Thanks for reading.
ricardo.sanchez@umontana.edu
@rcsanchez93
BIG BACKH A N D SUPS 
Big ups to graduation. It’s 
good to know we’re going out 
into the real world as prepared 
for it as high school prepared 
us for college. So, not at all. 
Backhands to the accidental 
graduation of adjunct profes-
sors. While they don’t get a pro-
cession or gowns, they do get a 
diploma: A pink slip, mailed to 
them much faster than we’ll re-
ceive our paper degrees.
Big ups to the new ASUM 
president Asa Hohman. May 
he consider his time in office 
more worthwhile than the rest 
of us will.
Backhands to the lucky re-
cipients of business, forestry, 
law or science degrees. Sure, 
they’ll get their loans paid off, 
maybe live a bit more comfort-
ably, but we’ll hold onto our 
souls. Suckers!
Big ups to student loans. A 
great mark of adulthood is the 
accumulation of debt, which 
inevitably leads to the accu-
mulation of wealth. Unless you 
majored in any art, history, an-
thropology, psychology, jour-
nalism, any language, definite-
ly theater ... 
Backhands to the end of 
the Kaimin’s publishing year. 
Where are you going to send 
your letters full of misspellings 
and improper grammar now? 
Back to Buzzfeed, right?  
Big ups to all the super-se-
niors. Your moms would be so 
proud of you for finally grad-
uating if they didn’t die while 
waiting for this day to come.
Backhands to the University 
of Montana. 
Montana Kaimin
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After two days of voting, 
University of Montana stu-
dents elected Asa Hohman 
and Mariah Williams to be the 
2013-2014 Associated Students 
of the University of Montana 
president and vice president 
team by a 119-vote margin. 
“We ran before last year. We 
put our names in the ring, and 
it wasn’t what students want-
ed,” Hohman said. “This year, 
we ran and it’s really humbling 
that the students would vote 
for us.”
Roughly 2,000 students vot-
ed in this year’s ASUM exec-
utive team election. Hohman 
Hohman and Williams win ASUM election by slim margin
ASUM
Jackson Bolstad
Montana Kaimin
and Williams defeated chal-
lengers Sarah Sather and Pari 
Kemmick by a vote of 987 to 
868. As ASUM president and 
vice president, respectively, 
Hohman and Williams will 
oversee a $1 million budget, 
multiple agencies and student 
groups next school year. 
“We have a lot of issues we 
are going to pursue, but we 
think student costs is the most 
important concern because it 
affects everyone,” Hohman 
said. 
Hohman, a Missoula native, 
is a double major in business 
management and political sci-
ence. He served as the ASUM 
lobbyist this semester, helping 
to secure funding for the build-
ing of the Missoula College, a 
tuition freeze and pay raises 
for faculty and staff.  While on 
ASUM last year, he served on 
the student complaints com-
mittee, student grievances 
committee and the strategic 
planning committee. 
Williams is a junior from 
Sandpoint, Idaho, majoring in 
accounting. She has served on 
ASUM’s Board on Budget and 
Finance, UM Housing Master 
Plan Committee and the Uni-
versity Budget Committee.
“I’m glad we can offer both 
in-state and out-of-state rep-
resentation to students,” Wil-
liams said. 
Transparency with students, 
See ELECTION, page 6
Asa Hohman and Mariah Williams were elected the new president and 
vice president of ASUM in this week’s election.
Photo courtesy of Asa Hohman and Mariah Williams
www.MONTANAKAIMIN.com
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You there, on the toilet, read-
ing an edition of the Kaimin 
from last May. Do not panic! 
We’re reaching out to you from 
beyond the past to remind you 
of the beautifully sublime, 
psycho-fuzz, brain buzz, gui-
tar-shredding Missoula exclu-
sive that is Total Fest. 
And for the students and 
faculty here in the present, tak-
ing a quick break from the fi-
nal frenzy of ... finals, put this 
on your calendar now. Total 
Fest is in its 12th stage of evo-
lution, morphing from its oce-
anic origins at the defunct Jay’s 
Upstairs, and now staggering 
upright to take over the down-
town scene for a weekend, 
clubbing everything in sight. 
Missoula’s Total Fest is 
an entirely volunteer-run, 
non-profit destination for mu-
sic fans and musicians who 
like their bands with grit under 
their fingernails living check-
to-check. Luckily, jacking the 
volume is still free and all 
metalheads, knee-scrappers, 
book-punk weirdos and elec-
tronic sweaters will find a spot 
on permanent reserve in front 
of any Total Fest stage. Total 
Fest XII goes down the week-
end of August 15-17.
Even though we’re still three 
months away and summer is a 
distant stockpile of promises 
waiting to be squandered, an 
ear to the ground can already 
hear the growing rumble of 
bands that have committed to 
play. 
A dozen reasons to holler: Total Fest
Christopher Allen
Montana Kaimin
Most notably, Portland 
sludge-bangers Red Fang are 
armed and hungry for battle, 
as well as Minneapolis ga-
rage-punkers The Blind Shake, 
who are about as solid a live 
show as you could possibly 
deserve, you bum. Also return-
ing with O.G. status are former 
Missoula stalwarts Fireballs to 
Freedom, as well as Seawhores, 
another Minneapolis band 
with a particularly DIY rep.
“For the last three years, 
we’ve consciously tried to di-
versify the lineup,“ said Josh 
Harteis, co-president of the To-
tal Fest organizing committee. 
He’s had a hand in organizing 
the Missoula music festival at 
some level since Total Fest VII 
and spent time skirting the 
mosh pits since well-before. 
“We’re still trying to curate 
each night a little differently 
and take a good look at each 
venue and stage to find bands 
that fit.” 
They’re not necessarily 
trying to book bands from 
one specific genre for differ-
ent nights, but there are some 
bands that just seem to go to-
gether. During last year’s To-
tal Fest, Thursday night at the 
Top Hat offered a slightly more 
electronic contrast to the of-
ten-heavier Friday and Satur-
day night lineups at the Bad-
lander Complex.
“People really enjoyed Dan 
[Deacon] and bands like No-
Fi Soul Rebellion, and they 
brought out a totally different 
crowd — people who probably 
wouldn’t have bought a three-
day pass,” Harteis said.
Familiar venues are still 
there, like the one-two combo 
of the Badlander and the re-
cently remodeled Palace. Free 
Cycles on First Street makes 
its first appearance as a venue. 
Crate-diggers and wax fiends 
will dodge each other’s drool/
fists during Friday’s record 
swap, and the ZACC will host 
the Total BBQ, providing solace 
to those still nursing throbbing 
heads Saturday morning.
Not returning this year is 
Zoo City Apparel, a fact not lost 
on the Total Fest community. 
“Zoo City closing was kind 
of a scramble for us,” Harteis 
said, “but we’re also getting 
help and input from a lot of 
local artists, who will design 
posters and other promotional 
projects.”
Harteis and many other Fes-
ters will keep their Total Fest 
blog updated throughout the 
summer, making announce-
ments as they roll in until the 
final list of bands and times is 
released. “We run the blog to 
keep interest going and keep 
people tuned in to what we’re 
doing. It’s all festival without 
the rambling of Facebook.”
For those who want to do 
more than follow blog updates 
and want to roll up their sleeves 
and get involved, Harteis said 
the first question they should 
ask themselves is, “What can I 
do to help?”
“We’re always open to peo-
ple’s ideas as long as they keep 
with our mission statement: 
putting on a DIY and inde-
pendent festival,” said Harteis. 
“And with all of the venues, we 
need more reliable people this 
year.”
Overall Harteis is optimistic. 
“I’m really excited about this 
year. The spectrum of genres 
has grown while keeping true 
to our mission statement.” 
Ultimately, the community 
and the experiences are just 
as important as the decibels. If 
you dig a band’s set, let them 
know, buy a record, say hello. 
Get weird.
“Every year Total Fest brings 
together a lot of the people and 
elements that we appreciate but 
don’t always say out loud.”
christopher.allen@umontana.edu
@ChrisBrianAllen
MISSOULA
Missoula’s DIY music festival returns for 12th run
Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
Seattle’s Tacocat serves up proto-feminist punk at the Badlander during Total Fest XI in 2012. The 12th incarna-
tion of the yearly punk/noise fest takes place August 15-17.
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NUMBERS
BY THE
$3.50 increase in ASUM 
Transportation Fee: Will 
cover costs of bus main-
tenance, fuel and driver 
wages, as well as enhance 
bicycle infrastructure.
Yes: 1,371
No: 576
ASUM Sustainability 
Fee: Optional fee of $6 per 
student per semester that 
would support the Kless 
Revolving Energy Fund 
and the ASUM Sustain-
ability Coordinator posi-
tion.
Yes: 1,324
No: 585
Reservation of Senate 
seats: Supporting the res-
ervation of two senate 
seats for one representa-
tive from Missoula Col-
lege and one respresen-
tative from the graduate 
school.
Yes: 1,614
No: 283
The Board on Budget and 
Finance: Adds the ability 
for ASUM to appoint two 
additional Senators to the 
board’s current seven.
Yes: 1,299
No: 513
BALLOT REFERENDUMS
student groups and ASUM agen-
cies to create better fiscal respon-
sibility is what the group will fo-
cus on next year. The pair plans 
to decrease student costs, create 
a more responsive financial aid 
department, work to ensure gen-
der equality and keep UM’s ad-
ministration more accountable. 
“We understand the average 
student’s life and can represent 
them well,” Hohman said. “We 
know what it’s like to be work-
ing students trying to pay our 
bills, accomplish our goals and 
still make a difference.”
The duo hopes to lower the 
cost of parking passes and pen-
alties for students next year. 
They also plan to work to ad-
dress bookstore costs and return 
policies. 
“(The University) needs to re-
member we’re not here because 
of the University — it’s here 
because of us,” Hohman said. 
“Someone needs to be that advo-
cate for students and be able to 
write the legislation to make that 
happen. I don’t trust anyone to 
get the job done better than Ma-
riah and myself.”
Hohman and Williams 
would like to commend Sarah 
Sather and Pari Kemmick for a 
great race.
“They shook it up and put in a 
really good fight,” Hohman said. 
Students also voted to elect 
Mike Hopkins to business man-
ager of ASUM in more than a 
200-vote margin over candidates 
Shelby Ryann Dolezal and Ni-
cole Watkins.  Hopkins won 
with 669 out of 1579 votes. 
“It feels good, in a sense that 
I’m honored to win and repre-
sent students, but I feel kind of 
bad in a sense because two of 
my friends had to lose,” Hopkins 
said. 
As business manager, Hop-
kins will work with student 
groups and ASUM agencies 
throughout the year to deter-
mine budgetary needs and help 
to allocate ASUM’s nearly $1 
million budget. 
Hopkins is a public adminis-
tration major at UM. He served 
as an ASUM senator this year. 
He served on 13 different com-
mittees across UM this year, in-
cluding ASUM’s Board on Bud-
get and Finance. 
“As a member of the Board 
on Budget and Finance, I have 
been involved with every stu-
dent group allocation for the 
past year, serving as a voice for 
students,” Hopkins said. “I truly 
believe these experiences have 
prepared me for this role.”
For Hopkins, the most im-
portant traits for a business 
ELECTION
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manager are accessibility, in-
tegrity, experience and fiscal 
responsibility. He said students 
deserve to have an experienced 
and well-informed business 
manager who can make changes 
next year.
“I want to kick Higher One off 
campus,” Hopkins said. “I want 
to reform the budgeting process 
and put the votes from Board of 
Budget and Finance online im-
mediately so that student groups 
have the most information pos-
sible as fast as possible, so they 
have an easier time budgeting 
for events.”
Results of the Senate race 
have not yet been announced 
because of a technical difficulty 
in the online voting procedure. 
Results will be made available as 
soon as possible at www.mon-
tanakaimin.com.
jackson.bolstad@umontana.edu
@JaxBolstad
Inside the mind of a mental mathematician
M Brett Berntsen
Montana Kaimin
Charlie Katerba’s dispo-
sitions toward his graduate 
studies in math at the Uni-
versity of Montana are best 
summed up by a single bar-
room interaction.
While carousing one night at 
the Golden Rose, one of Kater-
ba’s former students appeared 
out of the crimson din and 
offered to buy his old teacher 
a drink. Katerba agreed, and 
the student returned with two 
tumblers of Johnny Walker 
Blue, sat down and said, “Now 
let me tell you how I cheated 
through your class.”
In hindsight, Katerba wasn’t 
surprised by the admission, 
but nonetheless found the 
sheer forwardness unsettling. 
After the student finished ex-
plaining that he needed to 
pass the class in order to get 
his business degree and buy 
real estate in Montana, Kater-
ba calmly tossed back the fine 
scotch, looked his counterpart 
straight in the eye, said “F— 
you!” and walked off.
Katerba awoke the next 
morning, made a strong pot of 
coffee and started doing math, 
but was still vexed from the 
night before. 
“I didn’t want to hang out 
with a cheater,” he said. “It 
showed me for the first time 
that I took my work more seri-
ously than others.”
Hailing from Arizona, 
where he completed his un-
dergraduate degree at North-
ern Arizona University, Kat-
erba will graduate this spring 
with a master’s in mathemat-
ics, a subject he said people 
shouldn’t disregard.
“Pure math,” Katerba will 
tell you, “It’s intrinsic to every-
thing. It can kill.”
Nuclear weapons, fraction-
al reserve banking and every 
other mechanical or insidi-
ous aspect of modern society 
comes from math, Katerba 
GRADUATION 
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said. Once you break the un-
derlying codes and discover 
the true foundations of nature, 
you’re never the same again.   
Katerba studies Knot theory, 
the representation of knots in 
continuous strands of rope. It’s 
an abstract way of thinking, 
Katerba said, one that keeps 
him on the edge of reason.  
“Sometimes I lose my con-
nection to reality,” he said. 
He often finds himself cha-
otically clutching at his thick 
brown locks of hair, which, 
like the very knots he studies, 
manifest themselves as writh-
ing, medusa-like apparitions.    
Often Katerba confides in 
his dog Roger, an ill-tempered 
reservation stray from Arizo-
na he calls a “Navajo Chicken 
Hound.”
“The more math I do,” Ka-
terba said, “the more my per-
sonality becomes like Roger 
— mean, self-centered, neurot-
ic, bi-polar and antisocial,” he 
said.
But this ties into what Kat-
erba considers the best advice 
he’s ever gotten: “Avoid rela-
tionships, focus on math. Math 
won’t shit on you.”
Katerba enjoys living in 
Montana, a region that proved 
hospitable to introverted math-
ematicians in the past. Unlike 
the notorious Unabomber, 
however, Katerba has nothing 
but good wishes for humanity, 
just as long as he can avoid the 
“rat race.”  
After graduating, Katerba 
hopes to continue studying the 
relationship between shapes 
and numbers, but as to where 
or in what capacity, he remains 
ambiguous. 
“2012 came and went and 
we’re still here.” Katerba said. 
“I was kind of planning on 
that being the end, so I didn’t 
really make any plans.”
brett.berntsen@umontana.edu
PURE MATH.
IT’S INTRINSIC 
TO EVERYTHING. 
IT CAN KILL.
Charlie Katerba
Senior finds solace in math, his mind and Montana
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Two zombies crawl across a 
stage and bite into their grand-
mother’s flesh. 
“Children are blessings 
from above. They show you 
their wonder with their love, 
but that’s not what I’m feeling 
now,” the grandmother sings.  
“Grandma-ma we love you 
still, but tonight is the night 
your guts will spill on the 
floor,” the zombies sing back.
This June, the zombie apoc-
alypse is coming to Missoula 
with Ely Sheets’ play “Fleshed 
Out: A Zombie Musical.” 
Sheets, who’s acting in, 
directing and producing 
“Fleshed Out,” is a graduat-
ing senior from Missoula and 
has been working on the play 
since 2010. Sheets has always 
had a love for musical theater 
and had already written a few 
zombie-themed songs when 
he decided to write “Fleshed 
Out.” 
Sheets wanted to stay away 
from the cliché story about a 
group of people trying to sur-
vive, so he wrote the play as a 
horror comedy from the per-
spective of the zombies, who 
are just having a blast. 
“It’s a straight barrage of ri-
diculousness,” Sheets said. 
Although the deaths come 
quickly, the tone of the piece 
is peppy, funny and a little 
vulgar. In one of the scenes, a 
judge gets disemboweled and 
the zombies use her intestines 
as a jump rope. In another, four 
8
people waltz around the stage 
as they’re about to eat each 
other. 
“It’s silly and you’ll laugh a 
lot,” Sheets said. “Any serious 
moment is tempered with be-
ing funny.”
Sheets is graduating with a 
degree in film studies, and his 
education at the University of 
Montana helped shape the play. 
He said most of film studies is 
learning about film theory and 
watching movies. When writ-
ing “Fleshed Out,” Sheets took 
philosophical ideas he learned 
in school and juxtaposed them 
with the zombie genre. 
Sheets said the play is his 
biggest accomplishment so far. 
Although he writes a lot and 
has many ideas for different 
plays, this is his only big com-
pleted project. And when it 
was put on at the Crystal The-
ater during Halloween, it was 
well-received. 
UM graduate John Bishop 
saw the play in October and 
recommends seeing it in June. 
“’Fleshed Out’ is an inter-
esting take on the pop culture 
popularity of zombies,” Bishop 
said. “The songs are brutal, yet 
humorous, and seamlessly al-
low the story to be told without 
missing a beat.”
After graduation, Sheets 
plans on moving to Minneapo-
lis, home of the second-largest 
theater community in the na-
tion. Sheets hopes to start out 
with a 9-to-5 desk job in the 
theater community and work 
his way up until his work is 
noticed. Ideally, Sheets’ goal is 
to get “Fleshed Out” into the 
Minneapolis Fringe Festival — 
which is like Sundance Film 
Festival for plays — with hopes 
of someone buying the play 
and putting it on in a theater. 
If his play were to get picked 
up and put on by a bigger the-
ater, Sheets would make some 
changes. He wants to get the 
audience more involved, with 
the zombies attacking audi-
ence members and fake blood 
and guts thrown everywhere. 
Running at only an hour 
long, “Fleshed Out” is the per-
fect play for people who aren’t 
into traditional musical theater. 
“It’s short and sweet,” 
Sheets said. “There are no lulls 
and there aren’t even acts or 
breaks.” 
Sheets is also working on a 
graphic novel about a group 
of people with enhanced ge-
netic anomalies. The charac-
ters include a man who lives 
an entire lifetime every time 
he blinks, a Manhattan social-
ite who has super strength as 
well as a drinking problem and 
many more. He’s also working 
on two other musicals — one 
about the Berkley Pit overflow-
ing and another he describes as 
a love letter to his 15 years of 
working in retail. 
“Fleshed Out” comes to the 
Crystal Theater on June 7 and 
8. Tickets are $11 in advance 
and $15 the day of the show. 
For more information, visit the 
“Fleshed Out: A Zombie Musi-
cal” Facebook and Kickstarter 
pages.
“Who isn’t a fan of zombies 
and musicals nowadays?” Bish-
op said. “You get the aspect of 
flesh-eating, destruction-caus-
ing zombies and all the music 
break-out scenes of Glee. Then 
you get to see the zombies eat 
the cast members. Fox should 
really take notes.”
 grace.ryan@umontana.edu 
@gracie_ryan 
“Fleshed Out: A Zombie Musical” coming this June
M Grace Ryan
Montana Kaimin
Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
Ely Sheets produced, directed and is an actor in his zombie musical “Fleshed Out.” He has been working on the 
horror comedy since 2010.
* The amount of people 
my age; 15,000 of my 
closet best friends.
* Saving for New Zealand.
 - Carlyn Anderson
* The carefree atmosphere, 
there’s always something to do 
and it’s easy to get from A to B.
* Grad school, Lewis & Clark.
 - Teresa Hytowitz
* All the people on the Oval 
when it gets nice outside.
* Looking for a job.
 - Brittney Matz
* Probably just the people I 
met here, just the friends.
* A year in Europe.
 - Billie McCauley
* Being involved with ASUM; 
I made alot of connections and 
had a lot of opportunities to 
do something meaningful.
* Apply for law school.
 - Alex Rich
SENIORS SAY 1. What will you miss most about either Missoula or UM?
When she decided to come to 
the United States. for college, Min 
Sun Park was a 19-year-old high 
school dropout and international 
vagabond who had traveled in 
New Zealand for two years.
A month later, she arrived in 
Missoula. 
Hailing from Seoul, the South 
Korean capital of 10 million peo-
ple, Park said she was ready to 
leave city life behind. When de-
ciding where to go to college, she 
first ruled out the East and West 
coasts. She then eliminated the 
South because of the heat and hu-
midity. The Midwest was next to 
go  —  too flat. Alaska wouldn’t 
do because of its lack of winter 
sunlight. 
That left the Rocky Mountain 
West. 
Idaho, Park said, was a weird 
shape; Wyoming and Colorado 
were too square. 
“It’s kind of risky,” Park said 
of her decision making process. 
“But if you don’t read anything 
and you don’t know anything, 
you don’t have any expectations. 
So, it’s always better.”
To choose between the Uni-
versity of Montana and Montana 
State University, she just looked 
at the mascots. 
“I decided I should just go for 
the bigger (animal),” she said.
Now 22 years old, Park will 
graduate this month with a de-
gree in political science and mi-
nors in international develop-
ment studies and mathematics 
after seven semesters at UM. Al-
though she’s always loved work-
ing on cars and wanted to be a 
mechanic, she said she chose to 
study a social science to have a 
stronger background in develop-
ment work.
She has taken on her years at 
UM with the same fearlessness 
that brought her here, visiting 
more than 20 states and travers-
ing the United States and Canada 
on a Greyhound bus. 
Her boldness used to cause 
her trouble in South Korea, Park 
said. She dropped out of high 
school because she felt stifled by 
the conservative culture, which 
doesn’t allow students to debate 
with teachers or question author-
ity. 
At UM, she has been free to 
express herself, but the stereo-
types of her more conservative 
culture have followed her.
“Some professors were sur-
prised when I raised my hand to 
speak,” she said. “‘Oh, an Asian 
girl — an international student 
— can also speak.’ They didn’t 
really say that, but I could feel it 
from their facial expression.”
She hasn’t let the stereotypes 
keep her quiet. 
Peter Koehn, one of Park’s pro-
fessors, said she was the first, and 
so far the only, student to write 
and perform a play as the final 
project in global migration class.
In her solo play, she was a suc-
cessful diplomat between North 
and South Korea. 
Outside the classroom, Park 
said she’s tired of politics and 
wants to do more hands-on de-
velopment work. She plans to go 
into missionary aviation, involv-
ing flying into remote areas in 
developing countries to deliver 
goods on Christian mission trips. 
Montana Kaimin
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* The people of Missoula. They 
were all really friendly, noticed 
that right when I got home.
* Teaching English in Vietnam.
 - Cody Blum
* Friendly faces, good 
teachers, playing pool and 
ping-pong, open spaces.
* Internship or grad school.
 - Jonny Hoyer
* I will miss the U ‘cause 
there are a lot of people 
I only get to see here.
* Work or grad school.
 - Kyle Doyle
* Nothing, I’m graduat-
ing.  I’m not gonna miss 
anything about this place.
* Moving to Seattle.
 - Kaelyn Riley
* Getting let into 
bars underage.
* Going to Macchu Picchu.
 - Joan Harris
2. What will you be doing next year?
S. Korean grad takes 
on UM with no fears
Park said she’s enjoyed Mis-
soula for its snowboarding, 
mountain biking and rock-climb-
ing, but she’s been frustrated by 
the party-happy students she of-
ten encounters.
“All they have to talk about is 
weather, football, pot-smoking, 
drinking and sex,” Park said. 
“People don’t even understand 
why I’m dying to travel, dying to 
do more, dying to see more.”
After graduation, she’ll go 
home to see her family, but she 
said she plans to settle anywhere 
but South Korea.  
As far a North Korea’s nuclear 
threats, Park said she’s not wor-
ried.
“American media is the only 
media freaking out,” she said. 
“We are fine. South Korea is fine.”
ketti.wilhelm@umontan.edu
Photo courtesy of Min Sun Park
Min Sun Park is graduating with a degree in political science and plans to keep exploring the world after gradua-
tion.
M Ketti Wilhelm
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Expect ponderous looks and 
plenty of chin-scratching. The Art-
ists’ Shop will be filled with strange 
music and the “scantily clad” close 
enough to touch. But don’t.
Katie McEwen, a senior in the 
BFA dance program, puts on her 
senior thesis exhibit, “Exposed, An 
Exploration of Potentials,” this First 
Friday. 
But this is not ballet, nor Britney 
Spears-esque synchronized chore-
ography. This is performance art, 
where each individual in the audi-
ence will take something different 
from the show.  
Each of the eight performers has 
choreographed (or at least contrib-
uted to) different parts of the show, 
creating a performance with several 
solo dances tied together by a 10-to-
15-minute group piece in which all 
eight dancers perform simultane-
ously. 
McEwen, who admits she has 
always had a knack for being the 
center of attention, has always loved 
to perform. She has spent all of her 
time in college studying, practicing 
and perfecting the art of dance.  
“It’s a huge stress reliever, the 
physical act of sweating and mov-
ing your body is amazing,” McE-
wen said. “But we’re not only just 
moving our bodies and sweating. 
It’s really artistic as well. There’s a re-
ally detailed artistry to dance. Every 
teeny little movement in your body 
you can detail so much.” 
Learning the limits of the body, 
and the way in which a person can 
interact with their muscles, is es-
sential to any dancer or person, she 
said.
McEwen is in charge of produc-
ing, stage-managing and choreo-
graphing the show, which is par for 
the course with seniors enrolled in 
the BFA program. Balancing the 
amount of work that comes with 
creating, organizing and perform-
ing in your own show can be over-
whelming. McEwen, on top of her 
schoolwork and organizing this 
thesis, was also in five shows this 
last semester.
“I’m basically doing everything, 
and a whole show on its own 
should be maybe with a part-time 
job,” she said. “But I’m a full-time 
student and that’s not including any 
of my school work or any of the oth-
er shows I’m in, so it’s been pretty 
crazy.”
The performance will take place 
in the back of The Artists’ Shop, 
alongside a pale green wall amid 
racks of wooden knick-knacks and 
hordes of people. The audience will 
share the same floor as the danc-
ers. There is no truly defined stage, 
only a mat where dancers will try to 
avoid rug burn. There is no limit to 
how close dancers, or audience, can 
be. 
The show was organized by 
McEwen, working late hours after 
After few minutes spent view-
ing art student Jennifer DuToit’s se-
nior thesis — an earthy mixture of 
dirt, hair and nostalgia — it’s clear 
that as her academic experience at 
the University of Montana draws to 
a close, her heart is still buried safely 
in the soil of her hometown of Butte, 
America. Five years of working and 
playing in the Missoula Valley hav-
en’t led her to dig it up quite yet.
“I’m trying to incorporate the 
history of mining, childhood and 
collecting,” DuToit said. “This idea 
of ‘kids playing around in the dirt.’” 
And these kids have left some 
interesting things on her shelves, in-
cluding a mallet with a head made 
of hair, a locket half-submerged in 
earth, a rusty pick-axe and several 
dozen catalogued glass jars, also 
filled with human hair.
“It’s a historical narrative. I’m 
curious about the collecting and 
the objects we choose,” said DuTo-
it, who took direct influence from 
memorial art found throughout the 
Jennifer DuToit’s senior thesis, an object installation entitled “Horse Swings 
& Hard Hats,” incorporated hair, dirt and other objects. She got the hair 
from friends volunteering their clippings from haircuts. “I was surprised at 
the number of people who were willing to let it go,” DuToit said.
Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
M Christopher Allen
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Finally time to just dance 
Katie McEwen ‘Exposed’
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Getting her 
hands dirty 
 
Jennifer DuToit departs 
UM with her senior thesis
M Eben Wragge-Keller
Montana Kaimin
Demonstrating for her dancers, Katie McEwen prepares for her senior 
thesis, “Exposed: An Exploration of Potentials.”
Eben Wragge-Keller/Montana Kaimin
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Olivia Weber is known 
around the University of Mon-
tana as a force on the golf team, 
but she plans to one day put her 
college experience to use in hu-
man rights.    
“I don’t even remember when 
I began golfing because I start-
ed so young,” Weber said. “I do 
have a clear memory of my plas-
tic golf clubs though.”
Weber is the only senior on 
the University of Montana golf 
team and has a scoring average 
of 77.9. 
Originally from Idaho Falls, 
Weber will graduate with a de-
gree in philosophy and hopes 
to one day be a human rights 
lawyer or research solutions to 
inequality issues. She will take 
a year off before going back to 
school for either graduate or law 
school.
“Golf has taught me balance,” 
Weber said. “Sometimes that 
means I have to choose between 
time doing homework, seeing 
friends or sleep — I don’t get to 
sleep that much.” 
Her coach, Emily Milberg-
er, said Weber’s determination 
and focus during tournaments 
extends to the rest of her life’s 
activities. 
“This year, Olivia has been a 
strong leader on a young team 
of three freshmen and sopho-
mores and juniors,” Milberger 
said.  
Weber is the leader on the 
team not just because of her se-
niority, but because she is the 
go-to when the team has prob-
lems. 
“Either she has the answer 
or helps you find it,” teammate 
Tara Green said.
While the campus may rec-
ognize Weber for golf, it’s not 
her only focus in life. 
“Around middle school and 
high school I rebelled against 
golf,” Weber said. “I wanted to 
prove that golf was part of my 
life — not all of it.” 
At UM, Weber has served as 
the public relations officer for 
the International Student Asso-
ciation and was previously the 
news editor. 
“My experience with the ISA 
opened up my mind and to what 
other customs and what people 
could teach me,” Weber said. 
She has also helped bring 
other cultures into campus by 
organizing more than 100 vol-
unteers during the International 
Food Festival. This experience 
armed Weber with a better un-
derstanding of diversity. 
“She has always wanted peo-
ple to be treated equally and 
she’s tweaked that passion over 
the years,” said Sheri, Weber’s 
mother. “It started in her lo-
cal, smallish school and family 
and has taken shape into wom-
en’s rights issues and equality 
worldwide.” 
Weber saw this stage in her 
life a little differently, she said, 
describing home videos where 
she seemed the loudest and per-
sistent on issues that probably 
annoyed those around her. 
Weber spent her last summer 
in Africa interning with a grass-
roots nonprofit, Equality Now, 
as a researcher and observer for 
women’s rights lawyers.
“Before, I knew that there 
weren’t black and white answers 
to human rights, but I still think 
I took a little bit of that black and 
white ideology with me,” Weber 
said. 
While researching female 
genital mutilation, Weber said 
she realized she was going into 
OLIVIA WALKER GEARS UP TO DEFEND HUMAN RIGHTS
M Katheryn Houghton
Montana Kaimin
UM golfer shoots for equality 
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a culture as an outsider.
Weber particularly loved 
Equality Now because of the 
organization’s focus on empow-
ering people born and raised in 
the region.
“While there I fell more in 
love with my dreams, but it also 
scared me,” Weber said. “I saw 
the progress they make is small 
and takes a long time. You can’t 
be a pessimistic person to do 
that job.”  
Weber will spend her sum-
mer on white waters rapids 
working as a raft guide, fulfill-
ing a passion from her youth 
and tapping into her sense of 
adventure. 
“I’ll miss the way things are 
now,” Weber said. “I’ll miss all 
my friends being in one place, 
I’ll miss the intellectual chal-
lenges posed through school 
and having an environment to 
ask questions and gain feed-
back, and I’ll definitely miss not 
having to have a job.”                
katheryn.houghton@umontana.edu 
Thom Bridge/Montana Kaimin
Graduating with a degree in philosophy, Olivia Weber hopes to one day be a human rights lawyer or research 
solutions to inequality issues. 
Montana Kaimin
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Not many UM graduates 
leave school and immediately 
get a shot at their dream job. 
Next week, former Grizzly 
football star Dan Moore will 
when he reports to training 
camp with the Indianapolis 
Colts of the NFL.
Last Saturday Moore, 23, 
signed his first NFL contract 
with the Colts, after being 
passed on in the seventh round 
of the NFL Draft.
“It was the most amazing 
feeling, talking to them on the 
phone,” Moore said. “I’ve talked 
with all the coaches, and the GM. 
They are super nice to talk to.”
Moore watched all three 
days of the draft at his aunt’s 
home in Tuscon, Ariz., where 
he is working out in prepara-
tion for rookie mini-camp on 
May 9.
“Watching the draft was the 
most stressful three days of my 
life,” Moore said. 
Before the draft, Moore was 
in San Diego, training with fel-
low NFL hopeful Gerald Kemp 
and soon-to-be teammate again 
Jabin Sambrano. Sambrano 
played three years with Moore 
at Montana and is on the Colts’ 
roster. 
“I’m excited to play with 
Jabin again. It’s nice, because 
he’s been through mini-camp 
before. It’ll be good to have 
a fellow Griz on the team,” 
Moore said. 
Moore is one of several grad-
uating Grizzlies who will try to 
make it on an NFL squad this 
year, including Kemp, who is 
with the Seahawks, and Jon 
Opperud. Making the final 53-
man roster will be tough, but 
for Moore, the fun is all in the 
challenge. He said he plans to 
work his butt off, and learn the 
playbook “front to back.”
“I just need to have a spot,” 
he said. “I need to be a sponge, 
and absorb everything.”
Moore had an up-and-down 
career at the University of Mon-
tana. In his four years, the full-
back rushed for nearly 1,000 
yards, scored 12 touchdowns, 
averaging 4.1 yards per carry. 
Moore said he chose Montana 
over other BSC schools and 
even the University of Colora-
do because he fell in love with 
the city.
“I came on a visit after coach 
Bobby Hauck told me I should. 
I knew I wanted to be there,” he 
M Andy Bixler
Montana Kaimin
Former Griz tries to cement his place on NFL team
Samuel Wilson/ Montana Kaimin
University of Montana fullback Dan Moore leaps into the north endzone of Washington Grizzly Stadium during UM’s 41-31 loss to Northern Arizona University on Sept. 22, 2012.
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finishing her schoolwork or 
waking up in the middle of 
the night and scribbling down 
ideas.
“It took me a while to fig-
ure out how to put the show in 
order, because I didn’t want it 
to be like a dance show, where 
someone comes and sits down 
and watches — an hour or 
whatever,” McEwen said. “I 
wanted it to be where you can 
just walk in, and there will be 
dancing and you’re welcome to 
stay or you can leave. It’s real-
ly open like that, and it’s super 
intimate.”
The show will feature pho-
KATIE
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United States and Europe through-
out the 15th century. “I’m using 
hair and the history of art to con-
nect with the history of Butte. 
“It’s beautiful and it’s fun to 
work with, but it’s also repulsive, 
she said. “And I think that’s excit-
ing.”
DuToit is on hiatus in the Mis-
soula Valley to pursue her artistic 
goals through academics at UM. 
It’s easy for her to transport herself 
as she talks about her hometown 
and its impact on her art. She re-
calls a formative Butte memory 
— a walk with her grandmother to 
Acid Lake. 
DuToit recalled a day when 
she and her grandmother traveled 
JENNIFER
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tos, projection and live danc-
ing during its entire three-
hour run. But this performance 
is just as much of a chance to 
experiment for her undergrad-
uate dancers Claire Chris-
tensen, Allison Herther, Ame-
lia Hufsmith, Kaitlin Kinsley, 
Morgan Mull-Osborn, Aman-
da Grace Pool and Ellie Wein-
man.
McEwen said she had all 
eight dancers make lists of 
anything and everything they 
ever wanted to do on stage. For 
the show, she extracted certain 
elements and directed each 
dancer in their performance, 
creating a loose collaboration. 
McEwen is relying on danc-
Montana Kaimin
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through the twisting and maze-
like roads of  Walkerville, a Mon-
tana town with a history and lo-
cation so closely intertwined with 
Butte that a visitor would consider 
them one in the same — and even-
tually came to the edge of a cliff to 
gaze upon what locals call “Acid 
Lake.”
As they traveled closer to the 
lake, known as the Berkeley Pit, 
there were few plants and other 
types of life to be found. 
“The water and surrounding 
area is a beautiful teal and aqua col-
or,” she recalls. “But despite what 
mining has done to the surround-
ing area it still possesses a strange 
sort of beauty.”
DuToit is very much aware of 
the amount of negative attention 
scientists, historians and other 
artists have given Butte’s mining 
history and its enormous environ-
mental impacts. The Berkeley Pit 
is an infamous old copper mining 
pit that is slowly filling with highly 
acidic, chemical-infused water.
“My work is meant to be sym-
pathetic to the people of Butte, not 
the disaster,” she said. “I don’t want 
people to forget that there’s a rich 
history in this town. Regardless of 
what the landscape looks like now, 
there’s still a community making a 
life there. I want to uplift them.”
DuToit spent much of her four 
years learning the craft of print-
making, but for her senior thesis 
she decided to use a mixed col-
lection of found items and  “soft” 
sculptures, an artform which 
molds cloth, fabric or hair, rather 
than wood, stone and clay.
“Sometimes it’s really difficult 
to put your ideas into words, and I 
think, with this project, I just had to 
go with my instincts.”
DuToit recently landed a job as-
sisting with a photograph and ar-
chiving project for the World Mu-
seum of Mining in Butte. Anyone 
with the opportunity to view her 
senior thesis in the social science 
building knows that this is an en-
deavor DuToit has already begun.
christopher.allen@umontana.edu
@ChrisBrianAllen
ers being able to communicate 
physically with each other, as 
well as respond to their envi-
ronment appropriately.
“I picked them not based 
on their abilities as a dancer,” 
McEwen said. “But their will-
ingness to put themselves out 
there.”
Despite her excitement and 
anxiety for the show, she is 
thankful that her college career 
is almost at an end. 
“I’m just ready to not go to 
class every day, and I want to 
dance in a different way. I’m 
going to keep dancing all the 
time.” 
eben.wragge-keller@umontana.edu
I THINK WITH THIS 
PROJECT, I JUST 
HAD TO GO WITH 
MY INSTINCTS.
Jennifer DuToit
said. “I could see myself scoring 
touchdowns there.”
However, his performance 
as a Griz was often hindered 
by injuries. Moore played in the 
first eight games of 2010 before 
suffering an injury against NAU, 
and missed three games in 2011. 
He missed most of the 2012 cam-
paign with an ankle injury, only 
returning for two carries against 
Montana State in his final game 
as a Griz.
But Moore thinks he has fi-
nally shaken the injury bug that 
plagued him at Montana. He 
said all the training he has done 
in the past few months has made 
him faster and stronger than he 
has ever been.
“I’m 100 percent healthy,” he 
MOORE
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said. “I’ve really never felt better.”
It’s true — not many get to live 
out the fantasy Moore is  living. 
Most graduates are heading off 
to job interviews and internships 
upon receiving their diplomas in 
a few weeks, interviews they will 
probably not get jobs for, and in-
ternships where they will spend 
more time getting coffee than 
getting job experience. But for 
Moore, this is his shot, his oppor-
tunity. And he’s ready.
“I’ve been through this pro-
cess before, earning my spot,” 
Moore said. “It all depends on 
what they need. But I’m going to 
work my ass off to get it.”
“When my agent called and 
told me I was a Colt, I broke 
down crying. This is my dream. 
And right now, it’s real.” 
andrew.bixler@umontana.edu
@ambixler3
I’VE NEVER 
FELT BETTER.
Dan Moore
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Most collegiate sports teams 
view youth as inexperience, but 
the University of Montana men’s 
track and field team sees talent 
and opportunity — especially in 
its underclassmen.
Dylan Hambright, a sopho-
more and third in the conference 
in the 400-meters, said Montana 
is loaded with promising under-
classmen who have already start-
ed to master the transition from 
high school to collegiate track and 
field.
“Maybe the experience isn’t 
there. Maybe the maturity isn’t 
there. But I think it’s definite-
ly coming,” said Hambright, a 
400-meter and 200-meter confer-
ence championship qualifier for 
the Griz. “They have that veteran 
attitude.” 
Head coach Brian Schweyen 
said it was encouraging to see 
the underclassmen showing such 
promise.
“I couldn’t be happier with 
them,” Schweyen said. “For a 
young class to do as well as they 
are, we’re on our way. Usually you 
have to wait until they’re juniors 
and seniors to see that.” 
This Friday, Montana will com-
pete at the annual Tom Gage Clas-
sic, a meet that alternates between 
Missoula and Bozeman each year. 
The Grizzlies head to Bozeman 
on a roll after both the men’s and 
women’s squads earned victories 
against Montana State during the 
Griz track prepares for postseason
Austin Schempp
Montana Kaimin
annual Griz-Cat Duel. It was the 
squads’ first victory against the 
Bobcats since 2010. 
The Tom Gage Classic is the 
last meet of the season for the 
Grizzlies and the final opportu-
nity to post qualifying marks for 
the Big Sky Conference Champi-
onships, which span May 8-11 in 
Portland, Ore. 
Schweyen said the majority of 
the team will go to the Tom Gage 
Classic, but some athletes who 
have conference championship 
qualifying marks will rest. 
As of Thursday, the men own 
18 automatic qualifications while 
the women boast 23 automatic 
bids. The Grizzlies started the sea-
son with a combined 33 automatic 
qualifications after just two meets 
and only added more. 
Hambright said the team head-
ed into the 2013 outdoor season 
with a different mindset that 
sparked the team’s hot start and is 
continuing to fuel the team late in 
the season. 
“Coming out of our first meet, 
we had this big jump of confidence 
because everyone competed so 
well,” said Hambright, a Phoenix, 
Ariz., native. “Once you’re doing 
well, the team unites and you just 
keep doing better and better.” 
Schweyen said the team’s abil-
ity to consistently string together 
strong performances week after 
week might be the best he’s ever 
seen in 15 years as a coach.
And with just one week until 
the BSC Championships, every 
athlete knows the importance of 
preparing for a good performance. 
“Every event is super import-
ant,” Schweyen said in his fifth 
season as head coach of the Griz. 
“Everyone has to perform at their 
best and get their best mark. We 
don’t have the depth through 
all the events to be in a situation 
where we can mess up in any 
area.”
Griz multi-event masters Lind-
sey Hall and Austin Emry won’t 
compete this weekend in the hep-
tathlon and decathlon, but at next 
week’s conference championships 
they will look to post a nation-
al-qualifying mark.
Emry, a junior decathlete for 
the outdoor season, finished his 
2013 indoor season 12th in the na-
tion for the heptathlon. Hall, also 
a junior, is competing once again 
TRACK
for the women’s team in the pen-
tathlon after taking a one-year 
redshirt hiatus. 
Any athletes that qualify for 
the NCAA West Regional will 
travel to Austin, Texas, for a three- 
day meet starting on May 23. 
Eugene, Ore., will host the 2013 
NCAA Outdoor Track and Field 
Nationals on May 5-8. 
austin.schempp@umontana.edu
@AustinSchempp
Tommy Martino/Montana Kaimin
Freshman Jake Wiley practices starts during Thursday’s track and field practice. 
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        ENTERTAINMENT 
The University of Montana 
Entertainment Management 
Program presents Spring Thaw: 
Festival on the Oval on May 
10th, 5-7 pm. Come to the Oval 
to participate in games, watch 
student groups compete in chariot 
races, and decide which athlete or 
professor you want to be dunked 
in a dunk tank! Take a break 
from studying and have some 
fun at the Festival on the Oval 
the Friday before finals week.
Totalfest 2013! August 15-17. 
All Ages. Headliners: Red 
Rang, Blind Shake and more! 
totalfest.org  
 FOR SALE 
SHISHA SHISHA SHISHA! 
New shipment at The Joint Effort, 
charcoal too! 1918 Brooks St. 
Holiday Village Shopping Center 
543-5627. 
DISCRAFT FOLF DISK! 
New shipment at The Joint 
Effort. 1918 Brooks St. Holiday 
Village Shopping Center 
543-5627. 
           HELP WANTED 
Wildland Firefighters needed 
- many positions available. 
For training information 
please call 406-273-6111 
or refer to our website 
A1.fireservices.com  
Doe Brothers Retaurant in 
Phillipsburg is looking for 
summer help. Full and part 
time positions available. Call 
(406)859-6676 and ask for 
Deb.   
Night Auditor (Super 8 Missoula/
Reserve). 11 pm-7 am four days 
a week. Apply in person at 4703 
N. Reserve. Prodiving great 
customer service and security. 
Summer Painters Wanted! 
Fun Outdoor Employment 
Opportunity! No Painting 
experience required, manual 
labor experience preferred. 40 
hrs/week, Wage: $9.25-$13/hour. 
Contact Jens Davis 539-1091 or 
jensdavis.cpp@gmail.com 
Painting Job Site Managers 
Wanted! Great Resume Builder! 
No Painting experience required, 
leadership/management, and 
manual labor construction 
experience required. 40 hrs/
week, Wage: $10.25-$13/hour. 
Contact Jens Davis 539-1091 or 
jensdavis.cpp@gmail.com 
    HOTEL 
Friends or Family Visiting? 
Stay with StoneCreek Lodge! 
Call 406.541.3600. Missoula's 
FINEST Hotel! Visit: www.
StoneCreekLodgeMT.com  
 PERSONALS 
Pleasurable Possibility #10: 
Night out swing dancing 
around a bonfire followed by 
skinny-dipping in a lake. 
 
 SERVICES 
Cheap Charley's Mini Storage, 
Griz Discount: Option 1) Full 
month free with 3 months up 
front. Option 2) 5% Griz Discount 
off regular price with Free sign 
up fee! Student discount for truck 
rental. (406) 721-7277 
Reliable PC/laptop repair. 
Voted best of Missoula 2012. 
Student discounts! 136 E 
Broadway Computer Central 
542-6540 
           SELF STORAGE 
Call Today! 406-541-4645 
All Star Self Storage New 
Facility & No Deposit.
NYE, Mont. — Sharehold-
ers of Montana’s largest public 
company elected former Gov. 
Brian Schweitzer and three 
other outsiders to Stillwater 
Mining Co.’s board Thursday 
after alleging mismanagement 
by the current directors.
But the shareholders also 
re-elected four current board 
members, including CEO 
Frank McAllister, meaning the 
two sides now have even num-
bers and will be forced to work 
together after an acrimonious 
struggle for control of the com-
pany.
Schweitzer and the Clinton 
Group, a New York hedge fund 
that spearheaded the takeover 
bid, charged that Stillwater’s 
pursuit of costly foreign min-
ing ventures under McAllis-
ter’s leadership put more than 
1,600 Stillwater jobs at risk and 
detracted from its core business 
of platinum and palladium 
mining.
McAllister countered that 
the dissidents wanted to take 
over the company on the cheap, 
even as it’s poised to expand 
production at its two precious 
metals mines in the Beartooth 
Mountains north of Yellow-
stone National Park.
The aggressive maneuvering 
for shareholders’ votes in the 
Ex-Montana governor 
gets Stillwater board seat
MONTANA
Associated Press
RAISING FUNDS WITH RISING VOLUMES
Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
Ethan Uhl of The Whoopass Girls performs Wednesday night at the Ole Beck VFW Post 209. The show was 
donation-based and all proceeds went to the Missoula Food Bank. 
lead-up to Thursday’s decision 
was in many ways reminiscent 
of a political election, complete 
with dueling public relations 
campaigns that included sharp 
personal attacks by both sides. 
For Schweitzer, it could be a pre-
lude to a possible run to replace 
U.S. Sen. Max Baucus, a fellow 
Democrat who announced last 
month he’s stepping down in 
2014 after six terms.
Schweitzer said after the 
vote, which still must be cer-
tified, that electing four mem-
bers of the dissident group was 
a “huge victory.”
Earlier, Schweitzer’s side re-
jected a proposed settlement 
to split the board evenly and 
avoid a vote. The former gov-
ernor said before the vote that 
nothing short of McAllister’s 
ouster would be acceptable for 
his side.
An evenly split board would 
offer “the worst governance 
you could imagine,” he said 
then.
But with the shareholder 
vote effectively producing the 
same result, Schweitzer said af-
terward that he was willing to 
work with the McAllister and 
the other returning directors 
for the good of the company.
“The people who are now 
directors are people who are 
dedicated to keeping the (Mon-
tana) mine open and safe, and 
stopping investments all over 
the world,” Schweitzer said. 
“The investments that have 
been made in foreign places, 
that’s history.”
The main point of conten-
tion between the two sides was 
the company’s 2011 decision 
to pay $450 million for a vast 
reserve of copper in Argenti-
na, which has been panned by 
many investors and analysts 
because of political uncertainty 
in the country and the billions 
of dollars that would be need-
ed to build a mine.
McAllister will remain at the 
helm of the company for now 
but said he expects a transition 
to a new CEO in the future. He 
did not give a timeline for the 
change and said it would be up 
to the entire board.
McAllister said the message 
from shareholders was clear: 
Stay focused on the Montana 
platinum and palladium mines 
and figure out a way to maxi-
mize the value of its holdings 
in Argentina.
The new and returning 
board members gathered brief-
ly after Thursday’s meeting 
and will convene formally in 
coming weeks once the election 
has been certified. McAllister 
said he expected the directors 
to cooperate once that happens. 
“We are all professionals and 
I would expect that to be the 
case going forward,” he said.
Besides Schweitzer, mem-
bers of the dissident group 
elected include Patrice Merrin, 
Michael McMullen and former 
Stillwater CEO Charles Engles.
The current board members 
who were re-elected are McAl-
lister, George Bee, Michael Par-
rett and Gary Sugar.
